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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our Autumn term safeguarding newsletter, we hope all children have had a safe and enjoyable start to the new academic year. This new letter focuses on, support for families from Birmingham family hubs and Ladywood Early Help Service, attendance, and, with Bonfire night just around the corner, fire safety.
If you come across any useful safeguarding resources or information that you think the school community would benefit from seeing, please let us know via the school office.




WHO TO CONTACT IF YOU HAVE A CONCERN ABOUT A CHILD
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Birmingham Family Hubs are part of a national programme, where you will be able to go to get advice and practical support for you and your family. You can also find lots of help and support on the dedicated Family Hub web pages.
Main hub:
· Soho Road Children’s Centre, 21 Louise Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 ORY
· phone: 0121 551 9020
Satellite hub:
· Ladywood Children’s Centre, 9 Plough and Harrow Road, Ladywood, Birmingham, B16 8UR
· phone: 0121 454 6633




Ladywood Early Help service

Families can also access support with a range of things from finance to physical health by contacting the Early Help team. For more information see the poster, with QR codes and contact information, attached to the end of the newsletter.

If you are worried about a child's safety, please do not hesitate to contact any of the Designated Safeguarding Leads straight away.
The following members of staff are Designated Safeguarding Leads for Nelson Primary School:
· Miss Barnes (DSL)
· Miss Forrest
· Mr Hargreaves
· Miss Gayle
· Miss Bi
They can be contacted via the school office, or by telephone on 0121 464 2201.
You can also contact CASS (Children’s Advice and Support Services):
0121 303 1888
If a child is in immediate danger, call the Police immediately on 999.



Attendance
It is vital that your child attends school every day to get the very best from their education, and it is your duty to ensure they do. Children with good attendance do better in the future. Our target is 100% 
Regular lateness
  When your child arrives late at school, they miss the teacher’s instructions and the introduction to the lesson. Your child may feel embarrassed entering the classroom late- it is important to get your child to school on time. Doors are open between 8.40am and 8.50am
Family holidays during term time.
It may be tempting to book a family holiday in term time to save on costs during the cost-of-living crisis.  However, family holidays in term time are not allowed in law and will not be authorised.  Taking children on leave without applying for authorisation may mean the school has to report your child as ‘missing’ to the local authority and holidays cannot be authorised retrospectively in law.  Adding even more absence to the time children have already missed only means that the children miss even more lessons that will not be repeated.  
Travel for family emergencies
Family emergencies also need careful consideration. It is not always appropriate or in the best interests of the child to miss school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult family members. Notifying the school of leave due to a family emergency does not mean it will be authorised. 
Please note that where parents fail to ensure their child attends school regularly, legal action, including penalty notices, will be considered.  New regulations also mean that children on extended period of leave may lose their school place where there is no evidence of a timely return to school or the date provided is too far away. 
Every Minute counts 
Attendance during one school year
equals this number of days absent
which is approximately this many weeks absent
which means this number of lessons missed
95%
9 days
2 weeks
50 lessons
90%
19 days
4 weeks
100 lessons
85%
29 days
6 weeks
150 lessons
80%
38 days
8 weeks
200 lessons



Leave of absence fines = £80 per parent, per child, which will escalate if further leave is taken and may result in prosection.
Unpaid fines will result in court costs.
Pupils return to school on Monday 4th November. Please ensure your child is in school on the first day back.
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Safeguarding is everyone’s business. No child or adult should be made to feel unsafe. Everyone has the right to be
safe from harm and abuse. All of us have a role to play in safeguarding.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nanonalcouege.com

Fire safety is especially important around Bonfire Night, as fireworks, bonfires and sparklers add extra risks for families and young
children. Every year in the UK, thousands of accidents occur due to improper handling of fireworks and neglecting fire safety
measures. This guide offers practical tips for keeping children safe when handling everything from fireworks to space heaters.

. A

, BONFIRE NIGHT -
AWARENESS = (’

Bonfire Night is exciting, but it comes with
several inherent risks. Educate children about
the dangers of fireworks and open flames. Teach
them that only adults should handle fireworks
and that bonfires should never be approached.
Keep children at a safe distance (at least five
metres away) from bonfires and explain why
supervision is crucial during these events.

”.

> SUPERVISE
FIREWORK USE

Fireworks should only be handled by responsible
adults who are following UK laws and guidelines.
Make sure to buy fireworks that meet British
Standards and adhere to all instructions that
come with them. Keep children a suitable
distance from any firework activity and
designate an adult to supervise the event.
Ensure no one goes near fireworks after they've
been lit.

3 SPARKLER SAFETY

sparklers are often captivating for little ones, but
they can burn at extremely high temperatures —
over1,000 °C! Only allow children over the age of
five to use sparklers, and make sure they wear
gloves. Teach them to hold sparklers at arm's
length and never wave them near others. Once a
sparkler has burned out, extinguishit fully in a
bucket of water - which you should prepare
beforehand and always keep nearby.

ORGANISED g
DISPLAVS ARE SAFER ~

If possible, families should attend an
organised fireworks display rather than holding
one at home. These tend to be far safer as
they're run by professionals adhering to strict
safety regulations. Organised displays also
provide a controlled environment where.
children can enjoy the event from a safe
distance, reducing the risk of accidents.

5 KEEP FIREWORKS
AWAY FROM THE HOME

If you are hosting your own fireworks o
display, set them off well away from o
homes, sheds or fences to avoid starting

accidental fires. Choose a wide-open space
with no flammable materials nearby and keep
ameans of putting out fires to hand in case of
emergency - such as a bucket of water, a hose
orafire extinguisher. Afterwards, ensure that all
fireworks are fully extinguished and never
attempt to relight one if it doesn't go off.

I

Meet Our Expert

James Whelan is an experienced health and safety expertwhoiis a
Chartered Member of the Institution of Occupational Safety and
Health. He provides services to educational settings and many other
industries, helping them to mail asafe working environment.
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6 BONFIRE SAFETY

If you're building a bonfire, place it well
away from trees, buildings, fences or anything
else flammable. Make sure it's structurally
sound and not at risk of collapsing. Only burn
natural materials like wood and leaves, avoiding
petrol or other accelerants. Children should be
kept far away from the bonfire, and it should
always be supervised by adults. Be sure to fully
extinguish the bonfire before you leave it.
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“STOP, DROP
AND ROLL

Ensure that children know what to do if their
clothing catches fire. Teach them the simple

“stop, drop and roll” technique, which can
quickly extinguish flames. Practice this with
them before events like Bonfire Night, so they
feel confident if the need to use it arises. It can
also be helpful to keep another means of putting
out these kinds of fires on standby, just in case.
An extinguisher or flame-retardant blanket are
both sound choices.
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SECURE CANDLES
AND OPEN FLAMES

Beyond Bonfire Night, everyday fire safety is also
crucial. Candles can be a common fire hazard,
especially in homes with young children. Teach
children not to touch any open flames, and
ensure candles are placed in sturdy holders
away from combustible materials. Never leave
candles, incense burners or other such items
unattended, and always extinguish them fully
before leaving a room or going to bed.
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EDUCATE ABOUT i
FIREWORKS HAZARDS

Make sure children understand the
dangers of playing with fire or fireworks,
and how to handle such things responsibly.
Emphasise that fireworks are not toys and can
cause serious injuries when improperly used.
Demonstrate the importance of treating fire
with respect and the consequences of misuse,
which can help temper any curiosity and any
resultant dangerous behaviour.
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10 FIRST AID FOR BURNS

Even if you have the best possible precautions
in place, accidents can still happen. Keep a
first aid kit on hand. Ensure you know how to
apply basic first aid to burns, soyou can
teach children those techniques too. If someone
suffers a burn, run it under cool water for 20-30
minutes. Never use creams or ointments, as
these retain heat and can cause further damage.
Instead, seek medical help if the burn is serious.

The
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College’
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 09.10.2024
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we Help Families

The early help service supports children, young people and families across
the Ladywood Locality.

If you live in any of the following areas we can support you:
Holyhead, Soho & Jewellery Quarter,Lozells, Newtown, Aston, Nechells,

North Edgbaston, Bordesley & Highgate, Bordesley Green, Ladywood

Use our Free and confidential
service, all you need to do is
complete a Family Connect Form
and we will do the rest. Scan the QR

code to take you to the form. :>

You can get support with filling in a
Family Connect Form. Ask your

School, Health Visitor, Children’s How to use the QR Code with
Centre, GP, Community or Faith your smart phone or tablet:

Centre or ring the Early Help Team, 1. Open the camera app
details below. on your phone/tablet.

2. Make sure your device
is connected to the Wi-
Fi or data.

Phone/ Text/ WhatsApp us on: 07816086607 3. Focus the camera on

the QR code.
Email: earlyhelp-ladywood @family-action.org.uk 4. Follow the link that

appears at the top of
your screen.
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we Can Support You
With...
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Phone/ Text/ WhatsApp us on: 07816086607
Email: earlyhelp-ladywood @family-action.org.uk

Scan the QR code to go to our facebook page |:>

Scan to find our social media
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